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INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him and seek His
forgiveness. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide him.
And whoever He misguides, none can guide him. I testify that
none has the right to be worshipped in truth except Allah, who
has no partners. And I testify that Muhammad ({41 &40) is

His servant and Messenger.
To proceed:

[ seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytan. In the name of
Allah, the Most-Merciful, Ever-Merciful:

To proceed:
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“It is those who, if We give them power in the land, they
establish prayer and give zakat, and enjoin what is right and
forbid what is wrong. And to Allah belongs the outcome of all
matters.” [Surah Al-Hajj 22:41]

Some say that loving one’s nation is completely prohibited,
whereas some say that there is nothing greater than loving one’s
nation. To clarify this subject, we will mention the reality of
loving one’s nation, its status in Islam and how one should

express his love for his Nation.
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LOVING ONE'S NATION IN
LIGHT OF THE QUR'AN

1. Encouragement to thank Allah when one is

granted an Independent Nation:

Despite being commanded to thank Allah at all times, He
specified those people who were bestowed a Nation to thank
Him.

Allah said:
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“And remember when you were few in number and oppressed
in the land, fearing that the people would snatch you away.
Then He sheltered you, and strengthened you with His help,
and provided you with good things, so that you may give
thanks.” [Surah Al-Anfal 8:26]

2. Allah loved the Companions who left their

Nation and migrated to Madinah:

Loving one’s Nation is natural. When the migrating
Companions left their Nation to stay with the Prophet
(Josdgsaesilie) in Madinah, Allah appreciated their sacrifice and
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praised them.

Allah said:
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“For the poor emigrants [there is a due share] who were driven
out of their homes and their properties, seeking Allah’s bounty

and pleasure, and helping the cause of Allah and His Messenger.
It is they who are the truthful.” [Surah Al-Hashr 59:8]

3. The Qur’an mentions sacrificing one’s life and

Nation together:

Allah mentioned loving one’s life alongside loving one’s Nation,

proving that a person loves his Nation just like he loves his life.

Allah said:
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“If We were to command them, “kill yourselves”, or “leave your
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homes”, they would not do it except for a few of them. But if
they did what they were instructed, it would surely be better for

them and more reassuring.” [Surah Al-Nisa 4:66]

We learn from this Ayah that a person’s heart is filled with love
for his Nation, and he dislikes leaving it.
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4. A person loving his Nation:

Allah said:
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“Say, “If your parents, your children, your brothers, your
spouses, your clan, the wealth you have acquired, the trade you
fear to decline, and the homes you cherish — [if these] are dearer
to you than Allah and His Messenger, and striving in His cause,
then wait until Allah executes His decree. For Allah does not
guide disobedient people.”” [Surah Al-Tawbah 9248]

Allah did not dismiss loving one’s Nation here; he only
prohibited from giving precedence to one’s Nation over Allah,
His Messenger (dosalgsakdiie) and striving in Allah’s path.
Hence, this Ayah also proves the permissibility of loving one’s

Nation.

5. Order to Fight for Allah’s sake to protect one’s

Nation from Oppressive Occupiers:

This is also a sign of one’s love and affection with his Nation. If
the enemies unlawfully attempt to occupy our Nation, we have

been commanded to fight them to protect our Nation. When
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Musa was commanding his people to enter their native Nation

and free it from the oppressive occupiers, he said:
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“O my people, enter the Holy Land which Allah has ordained

for you, and do not turn back or else you will return as losers.”
[Surah Al-Ma’idah 5:21]

When Bani Israel lost their Nation due to their errors after the
time of Musa (§&ik), they requested their Prophet Yusha
(S&k) to assign them a commander who would lead them in
fighting the enemies and freeing their Nation. Yusha (i)
responded: Will you abandon fighting in Allah’s cause if it is
ordained upon you? They then said:

3 zs

- s _ 3 L s 2% o,z Z . P
’,i/;»:Sub@\fsmﬁmu#w;w\&@e&wﬁ\m}%
L CJENUA AR WE N5 Juealf

““How could we not fight in the way of Allah, while we have
been driven out of our homes and separated from our children?”
However, when fighting was enjoined upon them, they turned
away, except a few of them. And Allah is All-Knowing of the
Wrongdoers.” [Surah Al-Baqarah 2:246]

In this Ayah, fighting in Allah’s cause was ordained against those

who separated people from their families and Nation.



Loving one’s Nation — An Islamic perspective 11

In the same manner, Allah permitted the Companions (#2fis)
to engage in defensive war after they were forced to migrate

from Makkah for being expelled unjustly.
Allah said:

“Permission [to fight] is given to those who are attacked,
because they were oppressed, and Allah is indeed Most Capable
of granting them victory, those who have been driven out of
their homes for no reason other than they say, “Our Rabb is
Allah.” [Surah Al-Hajj 22:39-40]

6. Leaving behind his children in Makkah to keep
his beloved Nation inhabited:

The purpose of Ibrahim (i) leaving behind his child in
Makkah was to keep his beloved city inhabited.

Allah said:
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“[Ibrahim (32ik) said]: “Our Rabb! I have settled some of my

offspring in a barren valley near Your Sacred House, our Rabb,
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so that they may establish prayer. So make the people’s hearts
incline towards them, and provide for them fruits, so that they
may be grateful.”” [Surah Ibrahim 14:37]

7. Praying for Peace and Security while loving

one’s Nation:

A person’s heart is attached to the Nation he resides in, hence he
consistently invokes Allah to protect his Nation. Ibrahim
(saik) prayed to Allah to make Makkah secure and peaceful, a
sign of his love for his beloved city.

Allah said:
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“And [remember] when Ibrahim (3&k) said: “My Rabb, make
this city [of Makkah] secure, and save me and my children from
Worshiping idols..” [Surah Al-Hashr 59:8]

Similarly, the Prophet ({&4l544{ie) regularly prayed to Allah
for the well-being of his Nation in Madinah.
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LOVING ONE'S NATION IN
LIGHT OF THE HADITH

1. A peaceful and secure Nation is a reward from
Allah:

A tremendous reward for a person is to live his life in serenity is

a safe and secure Nation.
The Messenger of Allah (Jz54lgsakaie) said:

3
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“Whoever among you wakes up in the morning secured in his

dwelling, healthy in his body, having his food for the day, then

it is as if the world has been gathered for him.” [Sunan al-Tirmidhi
2346. Al-Albani said: Hasan]

2. Will they kick me out of my Nation?:

When the Prophet (Jz5415.54{>) started receiving Revelation,
the Mother of the Believers Khadijah (@&is) took him
(Josdigsakille) to her uncle Waragah bin Nawfal, who
questioned him about what he saw. When the Prophet

Tz

(Jzsdlgsafesifie) answered his question, Waraqah said:

“This is the same honorable Angel who Allah commanded to
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send revelation upon Musa (3&&). If only I was a young man
right now and stayed alive till the time your Nation will expel

you from your city.”

The Prophet (z4T5.%4{>) was surprised and asked: “Will they

expel me from my Nation?”

Waraqah said:
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“Yes, all of this is true. Whoever came with the truth you have
brought was treated with hostility; and if I should remain alive
till the day when you will be expelled then I would fully support
you.” [Sahih Al-Bukhari 3, Sahih Muslim 160]

Imam Suhayli (iiz5) commented on this hadith:
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This narration is an evidence that the Prophet (Jz4ligsaksiie)
loved his Nation and was deeply hurt upon learning that he will
part ways with it. [Al-Rawd al-Unuf 2/421]

3. O Makkah! Had my Nation not exiled me, I

would never settle elsewhere:

The Messenger of Allah’s ({4Tsaksi{le) affectionate love for

Makkah is a strong evidence for loving one’s Nation. This is
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why the Prophet (41g544{iz) said that he did not wish to
leave Makkah out of love when he was exiled.

Ibn Abbas (&24i) said that the Prophet (A&salesafediie) said to
Makkah:

-
-
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“How good of a city are you, and how beloved you are to me!

Had my Nation not exiled me, I would never settle elsewhere.”
[Sahih Ibn al-Hibban 3709. Al-Albani said: Sahih li-ghayrihi]

The Messenger of Allah (1z547g54&52) explicitly mentioned his

love for his native Nation Makkah in this narration.

4. The Prophet (Jaiifesidfle) hurrying his ride

when returning to Madinah:

The Messenger of Allah (Jz4Tes«k4{ie) hurrying his ride when
returning to Madinah is a praiseworthy example for one loving

his Nation.

Anas (£edfz;) described the Prophet’s (Aosafesafedile) delight

upon returning to his Nation:
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“Whenever the Prophet (A4le«ksilz) used to return from a
journey and observed the walls of Madinah, he would make his
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camel go fast, and if he was riding another animal, he would
make it gallop because of his love for Madinah.” [Sahih Al-Bukhari
1886]

Ibn Battal (34{3%;) commented on this hadith:
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“The reason why the Prophet (dz4l4£4{i>) made his camel go
fast due to his love for Madinah is because it was the Prophet’s
(JzsAgsadesifie) Nation, and his most beloved family and loved
one’s resided in it. Allah placed a pre-disposed inclination in the
souls to love their Nations and possess a form of yearning to
return to it, and the Prophet’s (Ja54lgsaksiie) behavior in this
regards is the best example for us. And in this Hadith, the
Messenger of Allah (ialeaksfle) taught us to hurry in
returning to our homes after our journey ends.” [Sharh Sahih al-
Bukhari of Ibn Battal 4/453]

-
]

Ibn Hajar (#425) commented on this hadith as well:
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“This Hadith proves the virtues of Madinah, the legitimacy of
expressing one’s love for his Nation and possessing a form of

yearning towards it.” [Fath al-Bari of Ibn Hajr 3/621]
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5. The Prophet (Ji4fssfle) used to pray to Allah

for his Nation:

Anas bin Malik (te£i) narrated that the Messenger of Allah

@

(Josdiiesakeaifie) said:
“I went along with the Prophet ({47g5.%4>) to Khaybar so as
to serve him. (Later on) when the Prophet (Ju54ligsakiiie)

returned he, on seeing the Uhud mountain, said:
s2 2 S 1.
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“This is a mountain that loves us and is loved by us.”

Then he pointed to Medina with his hand saying:
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“O Allah! T make the area which is in between Medina's two
mountains a sanctuary, as Abraham made Mecca a sanctuary. O

Allah! Bless us in our Sa’ and Mudd (i.e. units of measuring).”
[Sahih Al-Bukhari 2889]

Many narrations exist on the Prophet (Jz4lg«ks{ie) praying
for his Nation Madinah to be filled with blessings and goodness,

which is a clear evidence for loving one’s Nation.

6. Importance of the Soil of one’s Nation:

It is proven from the Prophet’s (Jz54ligsafiifle) medicinal
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practices that one should use the soil found in his Nation when

he is performing Ruqyah upon himself.

Aisha (Ge&ls) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(Js4iesaksiie) used to read in his Ruqyah:

g
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"The soil of our land and some of our saliva, cure our patient

with the permission of our Lord." [Sahih Al-Bukhari 5746]

Ibn Hajar (f425) commented on this hadith:
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“Al-Baydawi ({iz5) said that medical research has shown that
one of the roles of the spit and saliva is to positively change one’s
temperament by bringing it back to normal. Similarly, the soil
of one’s Nation possesses a level of effectiveness in it to protect

one’s temperament and ward off any harm by the will of Allah.”
[Fath al-Bari of Ibn Hajr 10/208]

7. Bilal (#e4f) reading poetry while remembering

his Nation:

It is narrated from many Companions that they loved their
Nations. One such companion is Bilal (&) who after

migrating to Madinah would remember Makkah by reading the
following lines of poetry:
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Would that I know whether I shall spend a night

In Makkal’s valley with Idhkhir and Jalil grasses around me?
And will I shall drink one day the water of Mijannah?

And will I shall see once again the hills of Shamah and Tafil?"

Aisha (g2fil) said that she informed the Prophet ({z54Tisesiio)
about what Bilal (#edfs) did. The Prophet (Jas4igsakiiie)
invoked Allah and sald
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“O Allah, make us love Madinah as much as or more than we
used to love Makkah.” [Sahih Al-Bukhari 3926]

8. Is loving one’s Nation part of Faith?:

It is important here to respond to a doubt regarding loving one’s

Nation, which is the following narration:
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“Loving one’s Nation is part of faith.”

This is not a Hadith. It is a fabrication and not a single scholar
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of Hadith authenticated it. [Al-Mawdoo’at of Al-Saghani 81]

We learn from these narrations that alongside loving one’s

Nation, we must strive to rectify it and help it prosper.
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THE PRACTICAL DEMANDS OF
LOVING ONE'S NATION

We have proved that loving one’s Nation is natural, and one is
not sinful unless he crosses the limits set by Allah by giving
precedence to loving his Nation over loving Islam. If one truly

loves his Nation, he should express it in the following manners:

1. Thanking Allah:

Loving one’s Nation does not mean that on independence day
we dance, organize musical festivals, let our womenfolk be
uncovered in streets and walkways, or perform any deed which
Allah hates. It is the believer’s responsibility to thank Allah for
granting him a Nation, just like the Prophet (Jzs4ligsaksiie)
thanked Allah when Makkah was conquered:

A
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“None has the right to be worshipped in truth except Allah
alone. He fulfilled His promise, helped His slave and the enemies
were defeated by Him alone.” [Sahih Muslim 2803]

2. Striving to establish Islam in one’s Nation:

Loving one’s Nation necessitates that we sincerely strive to
establish the Qur’an and Sunnah to turn our Nation into the

prosperous society of Madinah, and no Nation can achieve
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anything better than it.

Allah said:
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“It is those who, if We give them power in the land, they
establish prayer and give zakat, and enjoin what is right and
forbid what is wrong. And to Allah belongs the outcome of all
matters.” [Surah Al-Hajj 22:41]

Allah mentioned in this Ayah that it is the Muslim ruler’s
responsibility to establish the prayer and payment of Zakat on

his people when he is given authority on earth.

3. Adhere to the Laws of one’s Nation:

Loving one’s Nation demands that we: respect every law of our
Nation which does not oppose the Shariah, respect our Rulers,
consistently pray for the well-being of our Nation and make
efforts to preserve it, pray for our army and soldiers who protect
our Nation without caring for themselves, and likewise pray for

the rectification of our ruler.

4. Love the People of your Nation:

One way of expressing your love for your Nation is to love

every Muslim in your Nation. Consider him your brother, deal
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gently and respectfully with them, and most importantly help
the poor and needy.

5. Continuously pray for the well-being of your

Nation:

To express our love for our Nation, the Prophet (Jz4lgsaki{i)
taught us to regularly invoke Allah regarding our Nation. Pray
to Allah for the guidance of our rulers and his subject, and
invoke Allah to have mercy on our Nation’s martyrs, whose

efforts resulted in our Muslim Nation being created.

GOBOY
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“It is those who, if We give them power in the land, they\
establish prayer and give zakat, and enjoin what is right and
torbid what is wrong. And to Allah belongs the outcome of all
matters.” [Surah Al-Hajj 22:41]

Some say that loving one’s nation is completely prohibited,
whereas some say that there is nothing greater than loving one’s
nation. To clarify this subject, we will mention the reality of
loving one’s nation, its status in Islam and how one should

express his love for his Nation.

We will also prove that loving one’s Nation is natural, and one
is not sinful unless he crosses the limits set by Allah by giving

precedence to loving his Nation over loving Islam.
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